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can reach those only who draw near unto him! Could
we say more?

Good people, it is believed, will see him after
death, bad people go into fire. Do not some of us
say the same ?

That some of the negroes are aware of the de-
grading character of fetish-worship is shown by the
people of Akra declaring the monkeys only to be
fetish-worshippers \

I cannot vouch for the accuracy of every one of
these statements for reasons which I have fully ex-
plained. I accept them on the authority of a scholar
who was accustomed to the collation of various read-
ings in ancient MSS., Professor Waitz. Taken together,
they certainly give a very different impression of the
negroes from that which is commonly received. They
show at all events that, so far from being a uniform
fetishism, the religion of the negro is many-sided in
the extreme. There is fetish-worship in it, perhaps
more than in other religions, but what becomes of
the assertion that the religion of the negro consists in
fetishism and in fetishism only, and that the negro
never advanced beyond this, the lowest stage of re-
ligion ? "We have seen that there are in the religion
of the Africans very clear traces of a worship of spirits
residing in different parts of nature, and of a feeling
after a supreme spirit, hidden and revealed by the sun
or the sky. It is generally, if not always, the sun or
the sky which forms the bridge from the visible to
the invisible, from nature to nature's God. But besides
the sun, the moon2 also was worshipped by the
negroes, as the ruler of months and seasons, and the

1 Waitz, ii. pp. 174-178.   .                                     2 Ibid. p. 175.